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Rufus still 
rules!: An 
interview 
with Rufus 
Wainwright
By Gregg Shapiro

      It’s been said that timing is 
everything, and in the case of gay 
singer/songwriter Rufus Wainwright, 
the saying holds true. In July of 2020, 
at least seven months into the 
COVID-19 pandemic, he released his 
eighth pop music studio 
album Unfollow the Rules. It was 
significant because it was his first in 
12 years. Full of drama, hopefulness, 
and humor, it was among his best 
work, and even earned a Grammy 
nomination.
      In the past, Wainwright would 
have embarked on a multi-city (and 
continent) concert tour, but that was 
not possible now. As inventive as 
ever, Wainwright began presenting a 
regular series of intimate, live-
streamed performances. Additionally, 
he recorded stripped-down versions 
of the album’s songs (and a few 
others), accompanied by guitar, 
piano, and string quartet, at the 
Paramour Mansion in L.A. That 
recording, now known as Unfollow 
the Rules (The Paramour 
Session) (BMG), is now being 
released as an album, just in time for 
Wainwright to finally embark on his 
long-awaited concert tour. Rufus was 
kind enough to make time for an 
interview in advance of the tour and 
the album’s release.

Gregg Shapiro: I’d like to begin by 
wishing you a belated happy ninth 
wedding anniversary. Did you and 
Jörn do anything special to celebrate 
the occasion?
Rufus Wainwright: Thank you! I think 
we're saving it for out 10th. We had a 
nice evening with our daughter and 
kept it lowkey.

GS: You were one of the artists who 
make good use of the virtual 
performance world with your live-
streamed “robe recitals” and such. 
What did being able to do that mean 

to you as a performer?
RW: I think the main thing it meant to 
me was sort of a newfound respect for 
social media. Before (that) I was 
incredibly snobbish about it all [laughs]. 
Generational; I poo-pooed Instagram 
and Facebook and so forth. I didn’t 
really feel like participating. But now, 
arguably, thanks to those outlets, I was 
able to maintain my career and keep 
the connection to my fans. I have a 
more realistic approach now to social 
media. I still don't think it's the greatest 

thing in the world, but it doesn't have to 
be your enemy, either.

GS: Rufus Does Judy at Capitol 
Studios, your Judy Garland 99th 
birthday tribute is another good 
example of the power of live-
streaming. How is it that Renée 
Zellweger, who won an Oscar for 
portraying Garland in the 
movie Judy, was selected as the only 
member of the audience in the 
studio?

GRAB RUFUS
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RW: We’ve crossed paths for many 
years. We have a lot of friends in 
common. When it came time for her to 
do the Judy movie, she reached out to 
me when they were putting the finishing  
touches on the soundtrack and asked if 
I’d sing with her on one of the songs, 
which I subsequently did. “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.” 
When I finally met her, we were able to 
finally unpack all these parallel 
situations that we lived through. It was 
like we had been friends all along. That 
dovetailed into the Judy tribute. 
Working at Capitol Records Studios, we 
had to be cognizant of COVID protocol 
and couldn’t allow that many people in. 
Who better than Renée? That's how it 
happened.

GS: Your new LP Unfollow the Rules 
(The Paramour Session) features re-
recordings of a few of the songs from 
2020’s Unfollow the Rules album. 
Was the genesis of the project 
related to being isolated and COVID?
RW: I think basically what that whole 
album is about is celebrating a kind of 
event that occurs during a very intense 
period in history. Especially in Los 
Angeles. It was at the height of the 
pandemic and then also Black Lives 
Matter protests were occurring. We 

were also on the cusp of having all 
these fires. So L.A., in particular, was a 
really vibey place. We did the concert 
around the original (2020) release of the 
album. I wanted to do something to 
somehow capture some of that ethos 
and intensity. Thankfully, we recorded it 
really nicely. I wanted to share that. I 
also think it’s a nice way of 
reacquainting people with the album 
that I'm now finally going out to 
tour [laughs].

GS: I’m glad you mentioned the ethos 
of the time and everything that was 
taking place. One of the catalog 
songs you recorded for Unfollow the 
Rules (The Paramour Session) is 
“Going To A Town” which, when it 
was first released in 2007, was 
already a powerful song. Now, having 
lived through the four disastrous 
years of President Biden’s 
predecessor, it takes on even greater 
meaning. Does that have anything to 
do with why you chose to include this 
new version?
RW: Definitely. At the moment that this 
concert was happening, we were still in 
the Trump years, and it was necessary 
to broadcast the potential disaster at 
hand. So we sang that song. I’m a big 
supporter of Biden, and I actually think 

he’s doing an incredible job in a lot of 
ways. That being said, America doesn’t 
just turn over a new leaf every time a 
new president comes into office. 
There's a lot to contend with. Certainly, 
what’s going on now with Afghanistan. 
We need to learn from these lessons. 
The song is really about how America 
just doesn't. It’s a warning for that, 
which sadly is an ever-present danger.

GS: Unfollow the Rules (The 
Paramour Session) includes two 
previously unreleased songs –  “How 
to Treat a Lady” and “Happy Easter.” 
“How to Treat a Lady” contains the 
line “does it take a queen to make it 
seem so easy?” addressed to an 
unchivalrous “downtown hipster.”
RW: [Laughs]

GS: Is the song aimed at a specific 
someone or is it more of a 
composite?
RW: It's somebody specific, but I'm 
going to be a gentleman and not reveal 
it at the moment. If you do a little 
research, you can discover who I'm 
speaking of it. Tthere are certain lines in 
the song that directly pertain to that 
individual. That's a fun thing that you 
can do [laughs]. (Writer’s note: 
Research done. It’s Conor Oberst.)

Photo by Tony Hauser
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GS: In addition to Unfollow the Rules 
(The Paramour Session), you can 
also be heard on the new 
Ampersounds (Fred Falke & Zen 
Freeman) EP on West End Records, 
one of the most legendary gay disco 
labels. How did this collaboration 
come to pass?
RW: That was more of a neighborly act. 
I was hanging out in Hollywood, and I 
received a message on Instagram from 
Zen Freeman. He mentioned that he’d 
love to do something dance-related 
with me. We realized that we live a few 
blocks from each other. One day, I 
walked over and we hung out. One 
thing led to another, and he brought in 
Fred Falke, and then we had this 
material. It's funny, even though this 
wasn't necessarily during the 
pandemic, it was before, but it does 
somehow relate to I think the idea of 
working with people in your area, If you 
can’t tour the world, you might as well 
tour the block [laughs]. This was a nice 
example of that. In fact, we did a video 
with my friend Glass Battles for the 

song. That was very much within the 
realm of the pandemic. I wanted a 
video and he shot things in his 
apartment a few blocks away in 
Hollywood. That's how we did that. I 
think we’ve got to maintain this local 
sensibility in order to move forward in a 
holistic way.

GS: One of the dates on your 
upcoming tour includes a show with 
Aimee Mann. Please something 
about sharing the bill with Aimee.
RW: I've known Aimee since I began 
my career. We both worked a lot with 
Jon Brion. She used to come see me, I 
used to go see her. There was a 
legendary place called the Largo, which 
still exists, but it was in another location 
on Fairfax. It was a real scene, and we 
were both privileged to be part of that 
period. I'm happy that we're both 
around and still working and that there’s 
still interest.

GS: Aimee’s new album Queens of 
the Summer Hotel consists of songs 

she wrote for a musical theater 
piece, which made me wonder if 
you’re able to tell the readers about 
the musical theater projects on 
which you are working?
RW: I have several irons in the fire, as 
they say. It's sort of a necessity to do 
that in the theater world because 
lightning strikes rarely [laughs]. But 
there’s nothing I can really advertise 
right away. All I can say is that I'm 
facing it with my full force and 
dedication. Since my career began, 
people have always asked me when I 
was going to write a musical. That 
question is answered now. I am going 
to do a musical. That’s all I can say.

GS: Gay filmmaker Todd Haynes 
documentary about The Velvet 
Underground is being released in 
October. If there was to be a 
documentary made about you, whom 
would you want to direct it?
RW: Oh, good Lord! Fellini [laughs]? 
Maybe Billy Wilder? I'm going to go 
with the dead ones.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
on

y 
H

au
se

r

10          GRAB Magazine      September 14, 2021



http://www.meetinghousetavern.com


REELING: THE CHICAGO LGBTQ+ INTERNATIONAL FILM 
FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 2021 PROGRAM
Second-longest Running LGBTQ Film Festival in the World Celebrates 39th 
Year with In-Person and Virtual Presentations
      Reeling: The Chicago LGBTQ+ 
International Film Festival has 
announced the full slate of 
programming for 2021, opening 
September 23, 2021 at the Music Box 
Theatre (3733 N. Southport Ave.) and 
running September 24 -30, 2021 at the 
Landmark Century CentreCinemas 
(2828 N. Clark St., Chicago) and 
virtually from September 27 -October 7, 
2021. Boasting 42 shows including 33 
feature films and 9 short film programs, 
this year’s festival includes films from 
more than 15 countries including Israel, 
Turkey, Iran,Australia, Italy, Romania, 
and Chile. Now in its 39th year, Reeling 
is the second-oldest LGBTQ+ film 
festival in the world and a beloved 
Chicago cultural institution.
       “Cinema is supposed to be 
communal, and after more than a year 

of social distancing andisolation it’s 
never been more important to 
experience independent film with one 
another,” said Reeling Film Festival 
founder and Executive Director of 
Chicago Filmmakers Brenda Webb. 
“Filmmakers interpret the world around 
them and bring us new perspectives 
and new ideas with stories of love and 
loss, bravery and struggle, humor and 
revelation --the tapestry of the human 
experience. Reeling’s 39th slate of films 
celebratesand embrace this crucial 
piece of our shared existence.
      ”Opening night features Firebird, 
UK director Peeter Rebane’s epic story 
of forbidden queer love set against the 
backdrop of the 1970s Cold War in 
Estonia when two military men in the 
Soviet Air Force find their clandestine, 
illegal affair threatens their careers and 

their lives.
       Legendary drag performer Charles 
Busch (Psycho Beach Party, Die, 
Mommy Die!) stars in Reeling’s closing 
night feature, the Midwest premiere of 
his tribute to movie mania, The Sixth 
Reel. The film also stars Margaret 
Cho, Julie Halston, Tim Daly, and 
Broadway legend Andre DeShields.
      Other festival highlights include 
Jump, Darling, featuring the brilliant 
Cloris Leachman in one of her last 
roles, playing the sardonic grandmother 
of a down on his luck drag queen; 
Sweetheart, starring terrific newcomer 
Nell Barlow as a salty teenager 
dragged on a family vacation to a tacky 
seaside holiday park seemingly stuck in 
a bygone era; Saint-Narrcisse, 
outrageous queer filmmaker Bruce 
LaBruce’s love letter to psychosexual 

GRAB A FILM
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thrillers of the 70’s; and Potato 
Dreams of America, Wes 
Hurley’s whimsical 
autobiographical fantasia about 
his journey to American with his 
mother, who was a mail order 
bride from the Soviet 
Union.This year’s Reeling 
features four U.S. premieres, 
including the world premiere of 
Baja Come Down, following 
two women as they travel from 
Los Angeles to Mexico in a 
last-ditch effort to save their 
relationship, starring Caitlin 
Michael Riley (Netflix’s 
TRINKETS) and Michelle Ortiz 
(MADtv). 
      Italian dramedy 
Mascarpone follows 30-year-
old twink Antonio who, after 
being dumped by his husband, 
reinvents himself as a baker surrounded 
by delectable Italian men and mouth-
watering baked treats. 
      In Down in Paris, gayfilmmaker 
Richard experiences a crippling crisis of 
confidence during his latest shoot, and 
walks off the set to wander Paris in 
search of the inspiration to continue.     
       Documentary feature Marry Me 
However explores the lives of orthodox 
Jewish LGBTQ men and women who 
choose heterosexual spouses to raise a 
heteronormative family, denying their 
own identities to obey the rules of their 
society.
       Narrative films centering 
transgender stories include the award-
winning Iranian film At The End of 
Evin, which tells the suspenseful story 
of a protagonist seeking gender 
reassignment surgery who is entrapped 
in an elaborate plot of identity 
exchange. Rising trans actress Mya 
Bollaers is the titular heroine in Lola, 
about a young transgender woman who 
must put her gender re-assignment 
surgery on hold when her mother dies 
and finds herself on an emotional road 
trip with her estranged father. 
       Trans director Mari Walker's 
directorial debut, the two-hander See 
You Then, brings together two former 
lovers whose paths have gone in very 
different directions for a night of 
reckoning about their past.
      Documentary program highlights 
include Being Bebe, the awe-inspiring 
story of BeBe Zahara Benet, winner of 
the first season of Rupaul’s Drag Race; 
Boulevard! A Hollywood Story, about 
Gloria Swanson’s attempt to turn 
Sunset Boulevard into a musical; 
Invisible: Gay Women in Southern 
Music, which heralds the unsung 
lesbian songwriters behind the hits of 
many of country music’s biggest stars; 

and Reeling Documentary Centerpiece 
North By Current, in which trans 
filmmaker Angelo Madsen Minax’s 
returns to his rural Michigan family 
home following the death of his young 
niece.Other documentary subjects 
include pioneering queer comic book 
cartoonists (No Straight Lines; The Rise 
of Queer Comics); Microsoft’s Ric 
Weiland, who became one of America’s 
greatest philanthropists (Yes I  Am - The 
Ric Weiland Story, narrated by Zachary 
Quinto); the aging drag queens who 
have been in the forefront of the 
movement for gay rights in Cuba 
(Queens of the Revolution) ; celebrated 
Chilean playwright Ivan Ojeda whose 
immigration to the US led to becoming 
a sex worker in New York City (The 
Journey of Monalisa); and the story of 
two people whose deaths led to the 
conviction of influential businessman 
Ed Buck (Gemmel & Tim).
      Reeling presents nine Shorts 
Programs featuring 54 short films, 
organized in themes including 
Revolutions of the Heart: Sapphic 
Shorts; Getting Familiar: Gay Shorts; 
Seeking Connection; Keep Going: 
Stories of Queer Resilience; Global 
TransShorts; and Intimacies.

      There are so many films to see that 
we have selected 10 that might interest 
you for a full list of all films playing we 
suggest visiting the Reeling website to 
find the ones you might enjoy. 
www.reelingfilmfestival.org/2021 

Baja Come Down
World Premiere! Narrative Feature | 
Directed by Anderson Matthew | USA | 
2020 | 78 Mins In-Theatre Screening at 
Landmark | Tuesday, September 28 | 
7:15 PM Streaming Online from 
October 1 to October 7 | U.S. Only

       Charlie and Hannah can't say it out 
loud but they both know their 
relationship is coming to an end. As a 
last ditch effort, the two women head 
south from LA to Mexico with Hannah's 
cat, along the dusty coast of Baja, 
California. To Hannah (Caitlin Michael 
Riley - Netflix’s Trinkets), the Baja 
Peninsula is uncharted territory, a 
foreign land of mystery and adventure. 
To Charlie (Michelle Ortiz - MADtv), it’s 
familial roots and childhood vacations. 
Mesmerized by the coast under the 
Mexican moonlight, the two young 
women reconnect and make love. But 
the long simmering tensions between 
them once again rise to the surface. 
When a work crisis beckons Charlie 
back to LA, cutting the trip short, the 
question of whether they’ll return 
separately or together must be faced – 
and answered. Amidst the gorgeous 
scenic backdrop, writer-director 
Anderson Matthew elicits compelling 
performances from his two young 
leads.

Boy Culture: The Series
Episodic Series | Created by Q. Allan 
Brocka | USA | 2021 | 90 Mins
In-Theatre Screening at Landmark | 
Friday, September 24 | 7:15 PM
Streaming Online from September 27 to 
October 3 | U.S. Only
       Q. Allan Brocka, the creative force 
behind the popular and mega hot 
EATING OUT film series is back at 
Reeling with the long awaited sequel to 
another gay audience favorite, Brocka’s 
2006 Boy Culture. Taking the form of a 
web series edited to feature length, Boy 
Coluture: The Series picks up ten years 
after the romantic drama of the original. 
Derek Magyar returns as “X” who’s 
broken up with Andrew (Darryl 
Stephens, Noah’s Arc). The two 

Baja Come Down
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are once again roommates with too 
much chemistry and X is once again 
an escort for hire. But in 2021, he’s up 
against a younger generation who has 
gained a competitive edge in the 
digital age. The grumpily insecure X is 
unwillingly taken under the wing of 
Chayce (Jason Caceres), a barely-
legal sex worker who becomes his de 
facto pimp. As X keeps his aging body 
fit, and his unusual roster of kinky 
clients happy, he’s also dealing with 
the realities of still living with Andrew, 
who’s aiming to move on from their 
former romantic entanglements.

Down in Paris 
U.S. Premiere! Narrative Feature | 
Directed by Antony Hickling | France | 
2021 | 142 Mins In-Theatre Screening 
at Landmark | Saturday, September 25 
| 12:30 PM Streaming Online from 
September 28 to October 4 | U.S. 
Only
       Richard (portrayed by writer-
director Hickling), a gay filmmaker in his  
forties, is suddenly overwhelmed with 
crippling anxiety in the middle of a night 
shoot for his latest movie. Without a 
word to his cast and crew, he walks off 
the set and wanders through the Paris 
streets in search of answers and 
hopefully, the inspiration to continue. 
During his long dark night of the soul, 
Richard bonds with a British woman he 
meets in a bar, runs into an old 
boyfriend, visits an eerily profound 
fortuneteller, and has a myriad of other 
random encounters (including a 
memorable visit to a gay sex club). 
Some of the encounters are warm, 

some disturbing, others life affirming. 
None quite provides what Richard is 
seeking. As dawn approaches, Richard 
has to confront his fears and question 
his deepest desires in order to find 
renewal to continue his life journey. 
Fifth time feature director (and actor) 
Hickling, known for his gay themed 
movies, breaks new ground with this 
contemplative, insightful portrait of a 
gay man at a creative and personal 
crossroad.

Firebird
Opening Night! Narrative Feature | 
Directed by Peeter Rebane | UK/
Estonia | 2021 | 107 Mins In-Theatre 
Screening at Music Box | Thursday, 

September 23 | 7:00 PM Streaming 
Online from September 27 to October 3 
| Illinois Only
      An epic story of forbidden queer 
love, Firebird opens during the Cold 
War on a Soviet Air Force base in 
Soviet-occupied Estonia in 1977. 
Private Sergey (Tom Prior, The Theory 
of Everything) is counting the days until 
his military service ends. The only thing 
keeping his spirits up is when he gets 
to see his good friend Luisa (Diana 
Pozharskaya), the secretary to the 
base commander. But everything 
changes when Roman (Oleg 
Zagorodnii), a dashing young fighter 
pilot, arrives at the base and takes his 
breath away. Soon, it’s obvious that 
Roman has noticed Sergey as well. 
Driven by curiosity, Sergey and 
Roman navigate the precarious line 
between friendship and love, taking 
risks to be together despite the 
dangers of being watched by 
suspicious superiors. When a KGB 
investigation into the true nature of 
their relationship escalates, not only is 
Roman’s military career endangered, 
but the freedom of both men is at 
stake. Luisa unwittingly becomes part 
of the solution when she falls for 
Roman. Combining the thrilling sweep 
of Top Gun with the romantic intimacy 
of Brokeback Mountain, this labor of 
love by first-time director Peeter 
Rebane and star Tom Prior, who also 
co-wrote and co-produced the film, is 
based on Sergey Fetisov’s memoir 
“The Story of Roman.” 

Saint-Narcisse
Narrative Feature | Directed by Bruce 
LaBruce | Canada |2020 | 101 Mins
In-Theatre Screening at Landmark | 
Friday, September 24 | 9:15 PM

Down in Paris

Saint-Narcisse
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Streaming Online from September 27 
to October 3 | Illinois Only
       The latest from outrageous queer 
filmmaker Bruce LaBruce, Canada’s 
reigning “King of Kink," follows 
Dominic, a young man with a fetish… 
for himself. Nothing turns him on 
more than his reflection, with much of 
his time spent taking Polaroid selfies. 
When his loving grandmother dies, he 
discovers a deep family secret: his 
lesbian mother didn’t die in childbirth 
and Dominic has a twin brother, 
Daniel, raised in a remote monastery 
by a depraved priest, held captive 
against his will. The power of destiny 
(and mutual attraction) brings 
together the two beautiful, identical 
brothers, who, after being reunited 
with their mother Beatrice, are soon 
embroiled in a blasphemous web of 
sex, revenge and redemption. Inspired 
by the ancient Greek myth and set in 
the sexual liberation of the early 1970s, 
SAINT-NARCISSE is a love letter to the 
psychosexual thrillers of that era. 
Elegant visuals are combined with 
LaBruce’s notorious punk provocations 
in “a wild ride that’s enjoyable in all its 
B-movie glory while also titillating the 
intellect.” (The Hollywood Reporter).

Nora Highland
Narrative Feature | Directed by Ryan 
Spahn | USA | 2020 | 65 Mins
Streaming Online from October 1 to 
October 7 | U.S. Only
      Based on a play of the same name, 
Nora Highland follows the casting 
process of a gay character in an 
upcoming Broadway revival and 
explores the phenomenon of straight 
performers being lauded for their work 
in queer roles, while queer actors are 
often denied these roles themselves, 
something writer-director Ryan Spahn, 
also an out gay actor (Modern Love, 
The Bite), has encountered himself. 
Shot remotely during the Pandemic 
entirely on computers, the pared-down 
Nora Highland relies solely on the story 
and the actors to engage the viewer, 
which is does expertly, with nuanced 
performances – especially those of 
Michael Hsu Rosen (Tiny Pretty 
Things, The Good Doctor)) and Marin 
Ireland (Mildred Pierce, Homeland, 
Girls, Masters of Sex) – that are enacted 
over three segments: a casting session, 
a director meeting, and an LGBTQIA 
gala. The result is a compelling thought 
piece that Queer Review has called 
“wickedly caustic.”

Being BeBe
Documentary Feature | Directed by 
Emily Branham | USA | 2021 | 90 Mins 
In-Theatre Screening at Landmark | 

Monday, September 27 | 9:00 PM
This film is not Streaming
        Most fans of Rupaul’s Drag Race 
know that the show’s first ever winner is 
BeBe Zahara Benet, but much less is 
known about Marshall Ngwa, the 
creative talent who brings BeBe to life. 
All that changes with Emily Branham’s 
film which spans 15 years in the life of 
her dynamic subject, starting before he 
became famous. Beginning with 
Benet’s struggles in the deeply 
homophobic Cameroon of his youth to 
tentative first steps on the drag queen 
stage in Minneapolis after immigrating 
to America and culminating in BeBe’s 
crowning as the first RuPaul drag 
champion, this intimate backstage look 
reveals that success didn’t 
automatically breed success. 
Discrimination and conflicting cultural 
expectations from the entertainment 
industry and audiences added new 
challenges to be faced down. Being 
BeBe has done just that, overcoming all 
obstacles to become one of the leading 
artists celebrating Black Queer 
Excellence today.

Boulevard! A Hollywood Story
Documentary Feature | Directed by 
Jeffrey Schwarz | USA | 2021 | 85 Mins
In-Theatre Screening at Landmark | 
Sunday, September 26 | 2:30 PM
Streaming Online from September 29 to 
October 5 | U.S. Only
      Reeling favorite Jeffrey Schwarz (I 
am Divine, Tab Hunter Confidential, 
Vito) returns to the festival with the little 
known story of the first attempt to turn 
Sunset Boulevard into a musical. This 
wasn’t the 1994 Andrew Lloyd Webber 
juggernaut but rather the ill-fated 
project envisioned by the classic film’s 
star Gloria Swanson. Swanson 
enlisted the gay couple Dickson 
Hughes and Richard Stapley to write 
the musical. Nearly four years after 

beginning work and close to fulfilling 
Swanson’s dream of Broadway glory, 
the project was abandoned when a love 
triangle developed between the trio. 
Schwarz’s film not only relates the 
fascinating history of the project but 
also reveals in-depth the love story 
between the two men – a love story 
that, given the time and period, was 
forced underground for decades – until 
a dramatic and unexpected turn of 
events brought the two men back face 
to face.

Invisible: Gay Women in Southern 
Music 
Documentary Feature | Directed by T.J. 
Parsell | USA | 2021| 107 Mins
In-Theatre Screening at Landmark | 
Wednesday, September 29 | 7:00 PM
Streaming Online from October 1 to 
October 7 | U.S. Only
       In the 1970s, there were a group of 
talented lesbian women who came 
independently to Nashville to pursue 
careers in country music. Most of them 
landed successful gigs in songwriting, 
penning tunes for some of the most 
acclaimed country stars like Johnny 
Cash, Willie Nelson, Garth Brooks, 
Reba McEntire, Tim McGraw and more.  
We follow their stories in the 
documentary INVISIBLE: GAY WOMEN 
IN SOUTHERN MUSIC as they navigate 
through a male-dominated and 
prejudiced industry, and embrace their 
evolvement into older age. One of the 
many powerful stories highlighted in the 
film centers on Dianne Davidson, who 
was a rising star in her early twenties 
when she served as a back-up singer 
for Linda Rondstadt. Davidson’s solo 
career came to a halt when she started 
writing about her relationships, and 
Parsell does a glorious job of showing 
her reclaiming her voice in her golden 
years. 

Invisible: Gay Women in Southern Music 
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The Sixth Reel
Midwest Premiere! Closing Night!
Narrative Feature | Directed by 
Carl Andress and Charles 
Busch | USA | 2021 | 94 Mins In-
Theatre Screening at Landmark | 
Thursday, September 30 | 9:15 
PM. Streaming Online from 
October 1 to October 7 | U.S. 
Only.
       Legendary drag performer 
Charles Busch (Psycho Beach 
Party, Die, Mommie, Die!) returns 
to Reeling with this hilarious 
tribute to movie mania. Busch 
plays Jimmy, a classic 
Hollywood-obsessed New Yorker 
who’s fallen on hard times. Jimmy 
deals in movie memorabilia, a 
one-time misunderstood 
obsession/profession that has 
turned into big bucks. When a 
close friend and fellow collector dies, 
Jimmy discovers in his apartment the 
long-lost final sixth reel from the Lon 
Chaney 1927 silent classic London 
After Midnight. Word quickly spreads 
among Jimmy’s movie collector cohorts 
of his newfound treasure. All bets are 
off as the wildly eccentric group – 
mostly gay men – compete to either 
cash in on the sale of the film or screen 
the movie for all the world to see. 
Busch, irresistible as the droll, 

scheming Jimmy, is joined by a stellar 
supporting cast that includes queer 
audience faves Margaret Cho and 
Julie Halston, as well as heartthrob 
Tim Daly and Broadway legend Andre 
DeShields. The Six Reel is the 
delightful movie that movie crazed fans 
have been craving!

      Ticketing Information For in-theater 
screenings, tickets may be purchased 
online in advance at 
www.reelingfilmfestival.org/2021 or at 

the theater’s box office on the day of 
the screening. Ticket prices are $13 for 
regular screenings at the Landmark 
Theater. Special admission programs 
include the Opening Night Film, 
FIirebird, $18 for the film only and $40 
for the film and pre-party at the Music 
Box Theater.
       For virtual screenings, Single 
Streaming Tickets are available at $12 
and an All-Access Streaming Pass is 
available for $125.

Closing Night Film - The Sixth Reel 
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Guncle to Guncle
Author Steven Rowley on his new book and the glories of 
Gunclehood
By Chris Azzopardi

      I read Steven Rowley’s third novel 
“The Guncle” with my 8-year-old niece 
in mind. After all, his book makes a 
case for how parenting extends beyond 
a child’s actual parents. Uncles, aunts, 
friends, grandma, grandpa, babysitters: 
“It takes a village,” Rowley reminds me 
during our recent conversation.
      It was “The Guncle” that reminded 
me of what my own niece, who has 
experienced abrupt life changes due to 
the pandemic and sudden family shifts, 
told me recently after I made an aside 
about how it’s unlikely I’ll become a 
parent at this point in my life. Ever the 
inquisitive one, she said, “What do you 
mean, Uncle?” I briefly explained that if 
I were going to parent a child, it 
would’ve happened years ago. She 

corrected me, reminding me that, in her 
eyes, I am a parent. “But you’ve got 
me,” she said, as my heart burst at the 
seams.
      Rowley’s book explores this very 
bond between Guncles and their nieces 
(and nephews) with astute, 
heartwarming observations, while 
illustrating how the term “parent” 
expands beyond traditional mom and 
dad roles. 
       In the book, Rowley’s character 
Patrick is a gay man who spends his 
days in Mr. Turk caftans, soaking up the 
Palm Springs sun. He’s no longer the 
sitcom star he once was, so he’s got 
some time on his hands. That is, until 
his life is turned upside down when 
Maisie and Grant, his niece and 

nephew, lose their mother, also one of 
Patrick’s dearest friends and sister-in-
law. Suddenly, Patrick, still working 
through the grief of losing his own 
partner, becomes the children’s 
temporary guardian. Just one who 
happens to love a draping caftan.
      Rowley spoke to me from Palm 
Springs, where he lives, about the 
places he found inspiration for the book 
and why nieces and nephews share 
special bonds with their gay uncles. 

Chris Azzopardi: Because of my 
relationship with my niece, I really 
identified with this idea of how 
Guncles can be an escape for the 
nieces and nephews in their life and 
can offer some stability when they 
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need it most. Can you talk about that 
in terms of this story?
Steven Rowley: That's incredible that 
you have such a parallel in your own 
life, and I do have five nieces and 
nephews. I don't have children of my 
own, but there's so many more LGBTQ
+ parents doing remarkable jobs raising 
children, and I'm at awe 
of what they do, you 
know? It's unarguably 
one of life's great 
emotional 
experiences, and so 
I'm always conscious 
of not having that in 
my arsenal as a writer, 
and I felt I had things I 
wanted to say about 
kids.
       This was a very 
interesting project for 
me, but I was 
surprised when I 
became an uncle how 
deep those 
relationships actually 
were to me and how 
connected I felt to 
these kids. Guncles 
have become a thing 
over the past five, 10 
years, and so it’s not 
just a gay uncle but 
also a connotation of a 
larger-than-life figure; 
they’re sort of able to 
lavishly dote on kids, 
perhaps, in a way. 
They fly in from big 
cities for holidays. 
      My nieces and 
nephews, they don't 
quite have a grasp on 
my life. They're all on 
the East Coast; I live in 
Palm Springs. I have a 
house with a 
swimming pool. I don't 
go to an office the way 
they see other adults 
go, and so they don't 
quite have my life 
pegged. It was truly 
fun to celebrate the 
specialness of these 
relationships. You know, there was 
“Auntie Mame” first, the 1955 Patrick 
Dennis novel, but he was closeted and 
came out later in his life as at least 
bisexual. But it got me thinking, too, 
about a lot of these queer writers from 
the mid-century, like Tennessee 
Williams, or writers who created these 
larger-than-life female characters 
perhaps because they weren't able to 
openly write about gay men, and that 
was really interesting to reclaim: that 

sort of Auntie Mame character as a 
Guncle.

CA: Like Maisie and Grant when they 
visit Patrick, do you recognize a 
special level of excitement when your 
nieces and nephews come see you in  
Palm Springs?

SR: For sure. Writing a story about grief 
against the backdrop of unrelenting, 
cheerful sunshine was interesting. And 
then there's the sort of fish-out-of-water 
element. The idea of having kids here 
and seeing this lifestyle that's very 
different from what they're seeing, that's 
where I had some fun, particularly, in 
creating JED, the gay throuple that lives 
just over Patrick's wall on the 
neighboring property. Putting them in a 
situation where they might see different 
relationship models and types of 

families than they might see in 
suburban Connecticut was fun to play 
with.

CA: I love that you come at family 
structure from different angles. 
SR: It's a slight echo of who an uncle is,  
the “it takes a village” kind of attitude 

about raising kids. It does 
take more than just 
parents sometimes to 
successfully raise a 
child. And that more 
than two people would 
be in a relationship is 
really scary thinking to a 
lot of people. So it was 
fun to play with people’s 
expectations about who 
this throuple might be 
and divert those 
expectations a bit by 
making them very 
family-minded with 
legitimate things to 
contribute to the 
conversation.

CA: What did you want 
this book to say about 
the meaning of family?
SR: I wanted it to touch 
on the great history with 
a found family in queer 
culture and queer 
history. I came out in 
1991, and so the 
tradition of found family 
in queer culture was 
something I wanted to 
touch on. And yes, 
Patrick is a blood 
relation to these kids, 
but the three of them 
sort of being thrown 
together as they are is 
really a unique 
circumstance for the 
three of them. The idea 
of just upending sound 
traditional structures 
and having it be more 
about acceptance and 
letting these kids be 
who they are.
       I never really 

understood people who wanted kids 
just to be mini versions of themselves 
all over again. (Laughs.) There isn't 
anyone that is so great that what the 
world needs is another version of them, 
you know? And so the great joy to me 
in having kids would be to see who 
these people become on their own 
terms, and so I wanted to touch on all 
of that.

CA: What do your nieces and 
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nephews think of the fact that their 
Guncle has written a book?
SR: They're still a little young. But I'm 
sorry for anyone who happens to be 
related to a writer (laughs). We do tend 
to lift things. But the book is dedicated 
to the five of them, so to the extent that 
I may have borrowed from their lives, I 
hope they will forgive me.

CA: In the acknowledgements, you 
also say that your editor, Sally Kim, 
recognized this story before you did. 
Could you talk about that and how it 
developed?
SR: It stemmed from a week where my 
brother brought his two boys to visit. 
He’s an attorney in Boston, and he was 
here with the boys for a week and after 
about 12 hours here got called into 
court, basically, to represent one of his 
clients. He had to leave, and I suddenly 
was left with the two boys. I felt like an 
understudy being thrust into the lead 
role. I documented the whole thing on 
Instagram. My editor was watching me 
flounder a bit that week, and she said, 
"You know, I think there might be 
something to write about here."

CA: So some of this is based on your 
own experiences.
SR: It's a combination of a number of 
things. One is, I've had a long 

fascination with “Auntie 
Mame” and other magical 
caregiver stories: Mary 
Poppins, Maria from “The 
Sound of Music.” It seemed 
fun to me to create a queer 
entry in that genre. 
       I imagined the book as a 
much lighter comedic novel 
at first, and a month into the 
writing process I lost one of 
my very best friends from 
college to breast cancer. She 
left behind a 6-year-old son, 
which was devastating for 
me and for her family. But the 
idea of grief in children was 
something I was suddenly 
thinking about much more 
seriously.

CA: How else do you explain this 
relationship between Guncles and 
their nieces and nephews? 
SR: I do make a joke in the book. 
Patrick says to the kids, "You know, I 
have a swimming pool with no natural 
heirs. You should be nice to 
me." (Laughs.) I think there’s an 
absolute acceptance of them for who 
they are, and I think a lot of Guncles… 
and justice for lesbian aunts! We need a 
better word than “Launt.” But we are 
delighted in them for who they are. 

We're not the people in their lives that 
put any pressure on them to be anything  
other than who they are. I think they 
respond to that energy.

      Chris Azzopardi is the Editorial 
Director of Pride Source Media Group 
and Q Syndicate, the national LGBTQ+ 
wire service. He has interviewed a 
multitude of superstars, including Cher, 
Meryl Streep, Mariah Carey and 
Beyoncé. His work has also appeared in 
The New York Times, Vanity Fair, GQ 
and Billboard. Reach him via Twitter 
@chrisazzopardi.
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Monday @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlies: Darla Dae’s 
Bingo 7 – 11 pm Dancing until close. Houndstooth: .75 Boneless Wings, $12 Domestic Pitchers,$15 
Premium Pitchers, $5 Chambongs, $3 Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets. 
Hydrate: Lips and Mascara Doors at 8pm Show at 10pm. Lark: Happy Hour 5-7pm, Bottles of Wine 50% 
off with dinner entree purchase. Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 4pm, Dancers 8pm. Meeting House Tavern: 
$5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Well Drinks. Replay Beer & 
Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, $5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of Wine, $8 
Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud Lights 4-6pm. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Musical Monday Show Tunes 
8pm-2am. Steamworks: Every 3rd Monday TM4M (Trans Men For Men) 8pm-2am. Touche: Euchre Night 
Come out and Play 7-10pm Club Room open.

Tuesday @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, Game Night with Tony. Cell Block: Open 
4pm-2am. Charlie’s: TuneUp Tuesday Karaoke 7 – 11PM, Tag Team Tuesdays 11p – 2am, Dancing 
until close. Houndstooth:  $2 Tacos, ½ Off Bottles of Wine, $5 Red or White Sangria, $5 
Chambongs, $3 Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets. Hydrate: 
8/10 TatTuesday XXL Doors open at 8pm. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis  Lark:  
50% Off Bottles of Wine with any Entree Purchase, Bud Light $5, Select Wine $5, Well Cocktails $6 
5-7pm. Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm.  Dancers at 8pm.  Open auditions for male dancers 7pm. $5 
drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $6 Big Miller Lite Drafts, $3 House Shots, $5 Jäger, Fireball & 
Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Canned Beers, Seltzers & Ciders. Replay Beer 
& Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, $5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of 
Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud Lights 4-6pm. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Trivia Tuesday 
8-10pm, TRL Tuesday: Totally Rad Line-up of 90’s-to-Now Music Videos 10pm-2am,  OUTspoken 
LGBTQ+ Storytelling 1st Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm.  Steamworks: Every Tuesday 4 pm – 4 
am Guys Under 25 Get In Free* (*Free 30 day membership and free locker). Touche: Hardcore 
Cruisin’ Sponsor Leather 64Ten. No cell phones/Wifi.

Wednesday @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am.  Charlie’s: Country 
Line Dancing 7 – 10pm, Sapphire’s Secret Shadows 10pm – 1 am, Dancing until close. Houndstooth: $4 
Appetizers, $7 Burgers, $3 Domestic Drafts, $5 Premium Drafts, $5 Chambongs, $3 Fireball, 
$22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm 
$8.95 Martinis Lark: Free Bingo, 50% Off Nachos & Totchos, $8 Villa One Margaritas Frozen or on the Rocks, 
Traditional Flavor only. Bud Light $5, Select Wine $5, Well Cocktails $6 5-7pm.  Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 
6pm Dancers at 8pm.  $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 Miller Lite Drafts, $4 Stolis (All Flavors), $5 
Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End:  Open at 11am $5 Lagunitas Draft & Cans. 
Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, $5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 
Glasses of Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud Lights 4-6pm  Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Men’s Room 
Wednesday 1st Wed of month, All Things Beyoncé 2nd Wed of month, All Things Gaga 3rd Wed of month, All 
Things Taylor & Ariana 4th Wed of month – all 9pm-2am. Steamworks: Bear Hump Every second 
Wednesday 6-9pm A monthly mid-week gathering of Furry Men. Touche: Jockstrap Night Sponsored 
by Full Kit Gear, Free Clothing check.

Thursday @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, RuPaul Drag Race All Stars 6 Viewing 
Party - 7pm. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. 
Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlie’s: Survivor 10 pm – 1 am, Dancing Until Close. 
Houndstooth: $2.50 Minis • $3 College Beer, $6 40’S, $5 Absolut Bombs, $5 Chambongs, $3 
Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets. Hydrate: RuPaul’s Drag 
Race Season All Stars Viewing Party Doors Open 6:30pm, Bubble POP Hosted by Khloe Coulee 9pm. 
Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis. Lark: RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars 6 viewing 
party & Bogo Pizza 7pm, Buy One Pizza, Get One Pizza Half Off (Dine in Only), Bud Light $5, Select 
Wine $5, Well Cocktails $6 5-7pm Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm.  Dancers at 8pm.  $5 drink 
specials. Meeting House Tavern: $5 You Call It’s, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers.  North 
End: Open at 11am, $5 Deep Eddy Cocktails Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, 
$5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud 
Lights 4-6pm Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Chicago’s RuPaul’s Drag Race All Stars Viewing Party 7pm, 
Drag & Games Dance Party 8pm-2am. Steamworks: Lights Out Thursdays, The Club goes Dark 
Every Thursday 4pm-4am. Touche: Throwback Thursdays 70’s & 80’s Music & Porn by Bijou Video.
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Friday @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, Dancers 10pm-1am. Baton Show Lounge: 
Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlie’s: 
1st and 3rd Fierce Fridays 10p – 1am, 2nd Fierce Fridays - Traffic Light Party 10p – 1am, 4th Fierce 
Fridays - Glow Up Party 10p – 1am, 5th Fierce Fridays – Strut 10p – 1am, Dancing until close. 
Houndstooth: $6 Pulled Pork or Pulled Chicken Sandwich, $6 Absolut Mules, $12 Domestic 
Pitchers, $5 Chambongs, $3 Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets. 
Hydrate: 8/6 Fresh Faces A New Drag Competition Second and Forth Friday of the Month. Kit Kat 
Lounge:  Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis. Lark:  Bud Light $5, Select Wine $5, Well Cocktails $6 
5-7pm. Lucky Horseshoe: Open with dancers at 6pm.  $5 drink specials.. Meeting House Tavern: $5 
Tito’s, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers.  North End: Open at 11am, 
$3 Miller Lite Drafts 4-7pm. Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Weekend Buckets $25 All Day, Miller 
Lite, Corona Extra, Truly Punch Variety, Truly Wild Berry Seltzer, Freshie Tequila Seltzer (5 Cans per 
Bucket - Cannot mix and match.) Shakers: $4 Domestic Bottles $5 Well Mixed Drinks, $10 Giant 23oz 
Long Islands in 22 flavors. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, T.G.I.F. Show Tunes 3-8pm, Friday Night Dance 
Party 8pm-2am.  Touche:  Touche: 9/17 Cowboy Round Up Save a horse ride a cowboy, 9/24 ONYX Club 
Night.

Saturday @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 3pm-5pm, Dancers 10pm -1am. Baton Show Lounge: Doors 
open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 2pm-3am. Charlie’s: Country Line 
Dancing 7 – 10pm, The Main Event 10pm – 1am Dancing until Close. Houndstooth: Brunch 11am-3pm $15 
Bottomless Mimosas, $6 Michelada’s, $2 Breakfast Sliders, $5 Stadium Cups (ALL DAY), $5 Chambongs, $3 
Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets.. Lucky Horseshoe: Open with dancers 
at 3pm.  $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $5 Signature Margaritas, $5 Premium Well Cocktails, $12 
Mimosa Carafes, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 
11am-2pm. Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview:  $10 Champagne Bottles, $5 Juice Kits, $3 Bud Lights 
12-2pm, Weekend Buckets $25 All Day, Miller Lite, Corona Extra, Truly Punch Variety, Truly Wild Berry Seltzer, 
Freshie Tequila Seltzer (5 Cans per Bucket - Cannot mix and match.).  Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, SaturGay 
Drag & Games 3-6pm, Saturday Night Dance Party 9pm-3am, Dog Day Saturday 1st Saturday of the month 
1-5pm.  Touche: 9/18 Oktoberfest Begins! Gear Night Barber & Bootbglack on duty, Dress code in Club 
Room. BNC 6pm, 9/25 RIPE Party, Cim Lights, Deep Beats Go-Go Dudes DJ Harry T.

Sunday
Funday

@mosphere: $6 Jack Products, $4 Domestic Draft, House Shots $2. Baton Show Lounge: Doors Open 
at 11am,  Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 2pm-2am Charlie’s: Queeriod! Every 
other Sunday 5pm – 7pm, Singsational Sunday Karaoke 7pm – 11pm Mas Leche 11pm – 1am, Dancing 
until close. Houndstooth: Brunch 11am-3pm $15 Bottomless Mimosas, $6 Michelada’s, $2 Breakfast 
Sliders, $6 40’S (ALL DAY), $12 Domestic Pitchers (ALL DAY), $5 Chambongs, $3 Fireball, $22 Bud Light 
Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets. Hydrate: Doors open at 2pm Northalsted’s Official after 
Brunch party. Kit Kat Lounge:  Divalicious brunch with Madam X 11am-3pm, Happy Hour 4-7pm $8.95 
Martinis . Lark: Free Flowing Brunch 11am-3pm. Lucky Horseshoe: Open with dancers at 3pm.  $5 drink 
specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 House Shots, $5 Premium Well Cocktails, $12 Mimosa Carafes, $5 
Frozens, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 
7-10pm  Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: $10 Champagne Bottles, $5 Juice Kits, $3 Bud Lights 
12-2pm, Weekend Buckets $25 All Day, Miller Lite, Corona Extra, Truly Punch Variety, Truly Wild Berry 
Seltzer, Freshie Tequila Seltzer (5 Cans per Bucket - Cannot mix and match.)  Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, 
Sunday Funday Show Tunes 4-9pm, Sunday Funday After Dark Dance Party 9pm-2am Touche: 9/19 Beer 
Bust $2 Bud Light Drafts Bears VS Bengals Noon, Movie Night Returns 7pm, 9/26 Beer Bust $2 Bud Light 
Drafts, Bears VS Cleveland Noon, Movie Night 7pm.
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Top 40 Dance Chart this week
GRAB A HIT

Artist Title
1 Sigala  You For Me ft. Rita Ora (Radio)
2 MO  Live to Survive
3 Sigrid  Mirror (Paul Woolford Remix)
4 Sonny Fodera x KOLIDESCOPES x Sinead Harnett  Nah (KREAM Remix)
5 DallasK x Lauv  Try Again
6 Raye  Call On Me
7 Becky Hill & David Guetta  Remember
8 Shane Codd  Always On My Mind Feat. Charlotte Haining
9 MAKJ x MADDS x Mila Jam  Just Sayin

10 Bombs Away  Don't You Dare
11 Rain Radio & DJ Craig Gorman  Talk About (Nexus Radio)
12 Jonas Blue & Leon  Hear Me Say
13 Shaun Frank  Together ft. Prinze George
14 MABEL  Let Them Know (Dimitri From Paris Remix)
15 Galantis x David Guetta x Little Mix  Heartbreak Anthem
16 ARTY  One Night Away (Original Mix)
17 Solomun  Tuk Tuk ft. ATNA
18 Danny Avila  Unlearn To Love Ft. Madugo
19 Jes  Tight Wires
20 LODATO  Neon Lights
21 Drove & Justin Caruso  Intoxicated
22 Surf Mesa Featuring Bipolar Sunshine  Lose My Mind
23 Zara Larsson  Right Here (ALOK Remix)
24 Eli & Fur X Disciples  The Pressure (Radio Mix)
25 Yves V x HUGEL  Finally
26 Riley Clemmons x GOLDHOUSE  Headspace
27 Dragonette Sunnery  Summer Thing
28 Martin Garrix ft. Bono & The Edge  We Are The People
29 Valentino Khan x Nitti Gritti  Your Body
30 Kito x Bea Miller  Steal My Clothes (Clean Version)
31 Sam Feldt & Sam Fischer  Pick Me Up
32 Lucas & Steve x Tungevaag  Paper Planes
33 Peking Duk  Chemicals ft. Sarah Aarons
34 Niiko x SWAE & Zack Martino ft. Kyle Reynolds  Glue
35 Timmy Trumpet & Afrojack  Stay Mine (Radio Edit)
36 Salt Ashes  Love Love
37 Joel Corry x Jax Jones x Charli XCX & Saweetie  Out Out
38 SHOUSE  Love Tonight (David Guetta Edited Remix)
39 DubVision x AMNL KNGDM  I Wanna Be There (Radio Edit)
40 Billen Ted  When You're Out ft. Mae Muller

Visit nexusradio.fm
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     Q: I previously adopted two boys 
several years ago while I was single. I 
am now in a new relationship with 
my new girlfriend and planning on 
traveling out of the country on 
business once the pandemic allows 
me to travel. My new girlfriend has 
agreed to take care of the boys while 
I am gone, but I am worried that 
while I am out of the country there 
will be no one authorized to handle 
legal matters to care for my 7- and 9-
year-old boys. And what would 
happen if my boys had a health issue 
and needed medical care? Who 
would authorize it if I were not 
around? I would like my girlfriend to 
have the authority to make these 
decisions for my sons while I am 
gone. What can I do? 
      A: First, you can use a Health Care 
Power of Attorney to authorize your 
girlfriend to make any and all decisions 
concerning the personal care, medical 

treatment, hospitalization and health 
care of each child who has not 
attained age 18. You can also give 
your girlfriend the same access to 
your child’s medical records, including  
the right to disclose the contents to 
others.
      Second, in Illinois, you may also 
appoint a short-term guardian to act 
on behalf of your minor child for a 
period not longer than 365 days. This 
procedure gives parents a mechanism 
to convey to another adult the 
necessary authority to care for minors 
during short periods of parental 
absence or illness. These 
arrangements could be useful for 
parents facing periods where one 
were out of the country, since a short-
term guardian would have the 
authority to consent to medical 
treatment for the child. 
       First, a parent appoints a short-
term guardian in a dated document that 
identifies the appointing parent, the 
minor and the person appointed the 

short-term guardian. (A 
statutory short-
term guardianship 
form can be found 
at 755 ILCS 5/ 
11-5.4(f).) The 
writing must he 
signed by, or at the 
direction of, the 
appointing parent 
in the presence of 
two credible 
witnesses who are 
an least 18 years 
old. Neither witness 
can be the short-
term guardian.
      Second, if there 
is another living 
parent, that parent 
must also sign the 
form. This non-
appointing parental 
signature is not 
required if the 
whereabouts of the 
other parent are 
unknown, if the 
other parent is 
unwilling or unable 
to make and carry 
out day-to-day 
child care 
decisions, or if the 
child’s parents 
were never married 
and no court has 

issued an order establishing parentage. 
      Third, the person appointed as the 
short-term guardian must also sign the 
document, ensuring his acceptance of 
the duties. The short-term guardian 
need not sign at the same time as the 
appointing parent. The appointment of 
the short-term guardian becomes 
effective immediately upon the date the 
written document is executed unless 
the document provides for a later 
specified effective date or event (e.g., 
upon the parent’s admission to a 
hospital). The appointment remains 
effective for up to 365 days unless the 
written instrument provides for 
termination upon an earlier specified 
date such as the parent's release from 
the hospital.
      Although a parent can execute 
more than one short-term guardianship 
appointment, only one written 
document may be in force at any given 
time. If a parent signs a document that 
provides for an appointment to become 
effective upon his or her admission to 
the hospital, the appointment is in 
force. Nevertheless, it will not be 
effective until admission to a hospital.
      A short-term guardian appointment 
may be amended or revoked by the 
appointing parent any time and in any 
manner communicated to the short-
term guardian.

      Roger McCaffrey-Boss is a gradute 
of Hamline University School of Law, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, and is a member of the 
Chicago Bar Association. You can email 
him at RVMLawyer@aol.com. He 
suggests that you consult your own 
lawyer for any specific questions 
regarding the issues raised in this 
column.
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Guardian for Your Minor Child
By Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, Esq.
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Failure Mode Analysis
By Holly Maholm

      Previously, I have confessed that by 
training – as much as by my inborn nature 
– I am a lawyer. And I have learned many 
lessons (some painful to recall) about 
aspects of human nature which are well-
understood by lawyers, but little 
appreciated by non-lawyers. Recently, 
however, I learned that there are other, 
equally fundamental aspects of human 
nature which are well-known to those 
who practice other professions, but which 
are wholly mysterious to outsiders. Here 
is an example.
      There is a “process” which exists in 
the realm of science and engineering 
called “Failure Mode Analysis.” (“FMA”) 
This process – I was instructed – is 
foundational to the sciences and 
engineering, so much so that our modern, 
technologically advanced civilization 
could not exist without FMA having been 
rigorously employed for many decades.
      What is FMA? I will explain it to you 
the way it was explained to me. Suppose 
you work for a company that makes 
electric motors. And it is your job to 
continually update and improve the 
motors your company makes and sells. 
Accordingly, you do this: You run 
experiments in which you subject your 

motor to… heat. You get the motor hotter 
and hotter until it fails. Then you subject 
your motor to vibration, shaking the 
motor more and more violently until it 
fails. Then you subject the motor to 
“cold,” and “shock” and “electrical 
interference” and other stresses until – in 
each case – the motor fails.
       In this way, you (the engineer) collect 
copious data as to the limits of the 
motor; data which enable you to make 
appropriate modifications so as to delay 
the moment of failure. Now you know 
what engineers know.
      I was approached by Cindy, who 
explained to me that she had a 
reservation for the Wedding Carriage for a 
midweek wedding (a Wednesday), and 
would I “be so kind” as to help. (Actually, 
the way she phrased it was, “get off your 
fat ass and make yourself useful for 
once.”) Nevertheless, I was glad to help. I 
harnessed Sassy Pants and Fletcher to 
the carriage, and off we went to pick up 
the bride and groom.
       We arrived at the bride’s home, where 
the couple was waiting, and I quickly 
observed that the bride was transgender! 
Yes! This being something still not 
common even in our “trans-friendly” 
society, I jumped down from the driver’s 
seat and chatted a bit with the bride. She 

introduced herself as 
Natalie, and readily 
shared her story. She 
said she had first 
learned of her 
transgender condition 
when very young, and 
like many others in 
those days, she had 
suffered through 
decades of living in the 
wrong gender, until a 
few years ago when the 
world seemed ready to 
accept her as she really 
is.
      Natalie introduced 
her fiancé, Rich, who 
greeted me with an 
open and welcoming 
smile. Natalie gathered 
up her flowers, and I 
helped the couple into 
the carriage, which 
sparkled in the sun, 
setting off the jewels 
and gemstones 
attached to the 
harnesses worn by 
Sassy and Fletcher (who 
had decided that 
inasmuch as they were 
supposed to be 
“unicorns,” they would 
forgo any disguises and 
just go as themselves.)
      But, as we got near 

to the Square, I was embarrassed when 
the carriage began making the most 
annoying, ear-piercing squeak 
imaginable. And I couldn’t determine the 
source! Was it the axle? The brakes? A 
wheel out of alignment? I was beside 
myself with mortification!
      However, I soon realized that the bride 
and groom were loving every minute of 
the noise! Natalie, who had confided to 
me that she had retired after a long career 
as an engineer, and Rich, who admitted to 
a PhD in some scientific field I don’t 
understand, were soon cheerfully arguing 
back and forth as to the probable cause. 
Natalie suggested “needs lubrication,” 
but Rick countered “too much wear on 
the axle bearings.” When we got to the 
Square, they made me drive around it 
twice, so they could try to “analyze the 
failure” and prescribe a “fix.”
      I turned around and asked, “Are you 
sure you want to be arguing on your 
wedding day?” Rick laughed and replied, 
“This is not arguing – it’s what we used to 
do every day on the job! For me, this is 
‘applied science,’ and for an engineer like 
Natalie, it’s Failure Mode Analysis. But 
trust me, we would never apply that 
process to our relationship. There’s no 
such thing as ‘FMA’ for a marriage, and if 
we ever attempted such a silly thing, we’d 
soon realize our mistake. No. We love 
each other just the way we are.”
      When we got back to the stable, I 
asked Sassy Pants what she thought. She 
pondered briefly, then responded, “That’s 
a marriage that’s going to last, and no 
matter what challenges they face in the 
future, they are never going to know 
‘failure.’”

       (To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender 
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look 
for Volume 2 of What Would a Unicorn 
Do? (now available on Amazon) which 
contains additional episodes of Holly’s 
on-going story of her life among the 
unicorns, plus additional articles and a 
short story of a transgender woman 
confronted by Satan! Send a message 
to Holly www.hollymaholm.com. 
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Swan Song of joy: An interview with 
gay filmmaker Todd Stephens
By Gregg Shapiro

      Longtime fans of gay screenwriter 
and director Todd Stephens know a 
couple of things for sure about him. The 
first is that he has scope. He handles 
drama, as in the case of his feature-
length screenplay debut Edge of 
Seventeen (directed by David Moreton), 
with aplomb. Stephens is also equally at 
adept with over-the-top comedy as he 
demonstrated in Another Gay Movie, his 
second movie as writer/director. The 
other thing they know is that Stephens’ 
hometown of Sandusky, Ohio, always 
figures prominently in his work. 
Stephen’s extraordinary new 
movie, Swan Song (Magnolia Pictures), 
makes the most of his comedy and 
drama skills, as well as his affection for 
Sandusky. Stephens was generous 

enough to take a break from editing his 
last project to answer a few questions 
about Swan Song.

Gregg Shapiro: Your marvelous new 
movie Swan Song stars Udo Kier as 
the late Pat Pitsenbarger, the “true 
icon” who inspired the movie. Please 
say something about Mr. Pat’s 
inspiration and influence on you.
Todd Stephens: When I was a kid 
growing up in this small town, Sandusky, 
Ohio, I would see this amazingly 
flamboyant guy walking around 
downtown in the ‘70s. He was different 
than everybody else. The town was 
pretty conservative, and Pat really stuck 
out. I always felt like I didn't fit in and so 
I was really fascinated with this guy who 

was a bit mysterious. I didn't know his 
story. But when I turned 17, I got up the 
nerve to go to our small-town gay bar 
which was called The Universal Fruit and 
Nut Company, just like it is in the movie. 
It’s also the same bar from Edge of 
Seventeen. When I first went in there, I 
saw something sparkling on the dance 
floor. I looked and there was this guy 
that I had seen as a kid wearing a 
matching sequined pantsuit and being 
fabulous. It all connected. It was then I 
knew that I was home. That he was one 
of my tribe [laughs].

GS: The leader of the tribe, no doubt. 
Udo Kier, who is fantastic in the 
movie, will surely be recognizable to 
viewers from his long history of horror 

GRAB A FILM
FI

LM

36          GRAB Magazine        September 14, 2021



 movies, as well as his work in movies 
directed by Gus Van Sant, Lars von 
Trier and Rainer Werner Fassbinder, 
to name a few. What made him right 
for the role of Pat?
TS: Part of it was that I made the 
decision for this particular movie that I 
wanted to cast all queer actors for the 
queer parts. I don't really believe in a 
litmus test with that, in general, but I just 
felt with this particular role that I wanted 
someone who had lived the life that Pat 
had lived and had lost people to AIDS. 
They didn't really have to act it, could 
just kind of be it. That was part of it. 
Also, it was a hard role to cast with 
someone that could be so flamboyant 
but in a real way; wouldn't be like a put-
on. To be honest, I'm kind of sick of 
people acting gay [laughs]. Udo was one 
of the only people that had the charisma 
that could capture the real Mr. Pat. Even 
though the real Mr. Pat was not German, 
didn’t have a German accent or anything  
like that. He had similar blue giant blue 
eyes. I considered other actors, as well, 
but when my casting director mentioned 
Udo, as soon as she said it, I knew he 
was the one.

GS: One of the things that stood out 

for me about Swan Song is that 
Jennifer Coolidge gave what could be 
described as her most restrained 
performance. Please say something 
about that and about working with 
Jennifer.
TS: I love that you say that, and I agree. 
I really feel like it shows a whole different 
side of her.

GS: Yes, there's range there.
TS: Yes, she really got to show her 
range. It was interesting because she 
read the script and she loved it, but she 
wanted to play another character. The 
character of Sue in the thrift store. She 
thought that was more her. I think she 
was reluctant to play the heavy, because 
she hasn't done that before. But I 
encouraged her to try something 
different. That's why I'm really proud to 
hear you say that. She's still funny, but 
there's a depth and a sadness the 
character that she brought, that I knew 
was in there, and I was excited to get it 
out.

GS: I’m glad you mentioned Sue. She 
is played by Stephanie McVay who 
has appeared in all of your movies, 
from your first screenplay, Edge of 

Seventeen, to Swan Song. Please say 
something about your lengthy work 
history with Stephanie and why you 
keep returning to her.
TS: [Laughs] we just have so much fun 
when we work together. There's 
something so real about Stephanie. I 
first cast her as my mother for my 
character in my autobiographical 
story Edge of Seventeen. She has this 
realness and a warmth about her. She 
always inspires me to write characters 
for her. I feel like every single movie I 
ever make, or anything I ever do, I want 
Stephanie to be a part of it.

GS: That’s so great! Linda Evans plays 
a pivotal part in the movie. Without 
giving away too much, please say 
something about what made her the 
ideal actress to play Rita Parker 
Sloan?
TS: Like you said, it’s a small part, but 
the whole story revolves around the 
character. I knew that it needed to be 
somebody that had a real presence. 
Originally, we were going to have like a 
local actor do it, but I find that Linda's 
presence in the film really elevates the 
whole movie. She's another person 
that's always been a hero of mine. I 
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think about the Dynasty era with 
Rock Hudson. How there was a big 
controversy at the time, that right as 
Rock Hudson announced that he 
had AIDS the Dynasty episode 
where she kissed him aired. Linda 
was amazing back then, and a real 
ally. She educated people that that's 
not how you get AIDS. She stood up 
for her friend. I think that that adds 
to it. The film really touched her. 
She's been retired for like 25 years. It 
was such an honor that she came…
she doesn't have to work [laughs]. 
She doesn’t need the money. 
Obviously, she didn't do it for the 
money, she did it because she loved 
the script. I think she's such a huge 
part of the movie even though her 
actual screen time is short.

GS: Swan Song is set in your 
native Sandusky, Ohio, as 
was Edge of Seventeen, and your 
directorial debut Gypsy 83. Would 
it be fair to say that Sandusky 
itself is a character as much as a 
setting? 
TS: Absolutely! I really wanted 
Sandusky to be a character in the 
film. My hometown is in the Rust 
Belt. It's fallen on hard times in 
recent years but is currently having a 
real comeback and is coming back 
to life. That actually helped inspire 
the story of the lead character that 
kind of starts off lost and hopeless 
and is also coming back to life. The 
story is all about rebirth and 
embracing life, again, and 
rediscovering your joy of life. As Udo 
comes back to life in the film, I 
wanted to show how my hometown 
was coming back to life. It was 
interesting that when we first 
made Edge of Seventeen, we 
decided to keep it a secret that it 
was a gay story. I remember doing 
like a “select all” and changing the 
name Rod to Rhonda in the script to 
make a fake script that we showed 
people. Because we thought that 
people back in 1997, when we shot it, 
wouldn't help us. You need a lot of help 
from a small town when you're making a 
film there on a low budget.   
        People did ultimately find out when 
we were shooting and there was a lot of 
controversy about it. Fast forward to 
when we shot Swan Song, more than 20 
years later. When we first start went 
back there to stop pre-production, they 
were doing their third annual Gay Pride 
Festival. It blew my mind how far my 
hometown had come on that issue. This 
time around everybody knew what the 
film was about. Many people 
remembered the real Mr. Pat and adored 

him. It's like everybody in town became 
part of the film and pitched in to help 
out. It was kind of a case study of this 
small town in Ohio, how things have 
changed in 20 years. It gave me a lot of 
hope.

GS: I’d like to ask you about Stevie 
Nicks, whose inspiration can be found 
in the title of Edge of Seventeen as 
well as in Gypsy 83. Have you met her, 
and is she aware of her influence?
TS: I have never met her. I still, to this 
day, have no idea if she knows about 
those films. If I were her, I'd probably be 
pissed that I stole her song title to make 

a movie out of it. On the other hand, I 
would hope that if she saw it she was 
touched by the homage. It’s still a 
lifelong question. Does Stevie know I 
exist [laughs]?

GS: I understand that you are editing 
your next movie. Is that right?
TS: The fact that you brought up Stevie 
Nicks was interesting. I'm actually doing 
a director's cut of Gypsy 83. A huge 
amount of material got cut out of that 
film, so I was never super happy with 
how the edit turned out. I'm kind of 
finally making it right. Maybe I'll be able 
to show that version to Stevie.
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     CINDERELLA will not bring you 
down.

      If you grew up in a Rodgers and 
Hammerstein world, you have been 
seeing variations on a Cinderella theme in 
musicals, dance, and operas your whole 
life. You may be able to list your favorites, 
and why you embraced them. Now, 
Amazon adds its new version featuring a 
Moulin Rouge style score incorporation 
of pop favorites from Queen to Madonna, 
starring the pop star/songwriter Camila 
Cabello. It is energetic, romantic, and 
most importantly, fun!
      Writer/director Kay Cannon does not 
pull any punches with this new version, 
which see Ella aspire to escape her cellar 
to become a fashion designer. Set in a 
mythical, timeless fairy tale kingdom, 
there is plenty of hip hop, break dancing, 
and action to please viewers of all ages. 
      The cast is stacked with Broadway 
and Hollywood veterans - Idina Menzel, 
Minnie Driver, Pierce Brosnan, Billy 
Porter – and they deliver with gusto. 
Nicholas Galitzine is appropriately vapid 
as the handsome prince who traditionally 
finds the woman of his dreams through 
her glass slipper. Cannon has a different 
type of reunion planned.  No scenes of 
stuffing feet into shoes! James Corden, 
who also produces, is his typical over-the 
top self. 
      Ellen Mirojnick gets a nod for 
delivering hundreds of costumes, as 
there are over 50 dancers credited for the 
film, along with dozens of supporting 
players. 
     Is this the definitive and final 
Cinderealla?  Not at all as Sir Andrew 
Lloyd Webber has a new stage version 

taking the London stage by storm, no 
doubt to be seen on Broadway, and 
eventually performed by show biz kids 
for decades to come. 
https://youtu.be/T1NeHRuPpoM

CODA warms the heart in any 
language.

      For those who say ‘they don’t make 
movies like they used to” I say check out 
Coda, a tear-jerking and heart-warming 
family drama on Apple TV Marlee Matlin. 
Troy Kotsur, and Daniel Durant are deaf 
actors with regional theater, Broadway, 
and Hollywood credits to spare. Their 
collective portrayal of a powerful, close-
knit, yet isolated family is terrific. 
      Emilia Jones has a breakout role as 
Ruby, the Coda, a child of deaf adults.  
And while the entire family struggles to 
make rent as a mom-and-pop fishing 
concern, Ruby has discovered that music 
is her calling. 
Writer/director Sian Heder has crafted a 
vehicle that is taut in every way, not only 
as a family drama, but as a showdown 
between hearing and deaf communities, 
small business versus corporations, and 
silence versus sound.  The scenes where 
Ruby’s family attend her concert and 
music school audition are glorious, as 
they try to comprehend her joy they 
cannot hear. The fact that Ruby’s audition 
song is Joni Mitchell’s classic ‘Both Sides  
Now’ is icing on a very delicious cake.
      I hope this film receives lots of 
attention, and I hope it will continue a 
trend of greater acceptance of actors 
with differing abilities to be cast in 
starring roles. 

      
       QFORCE can’t save itself.
      

       There is so much talent working on 
QForce, the new queer animated series 
from Netflix, that you wonder what 
happened to make it so lame?  The 
concept of a queer police unit combating 
global terror sounds great, but you can 
see from the trailer the quality of the 
writing is not up so snuff. Or, as they say 
in QForce, “you were so cool five 
seconds ago.”
       Teammates include Sean Hayes, 
Wanda Sykes, Laurie Metcalf, and Gay 
Cole, but the fact that creator Gabe 
Liedman can only offer them lame dated 
material with standard lesbian jokes is 
real a disappointment. 
      2021 has been a year celebrating 
break out performances of queer and 
non-binary athletes at the Olympics and 
all over the professional sports leagues. 
QForce could have been a similar – if 
animated – breakthrough. But alas, this is 
an opportunity squandered. 
https://youtu.be/k2NsSOVNC0U

GRAB A FILM
By Delven Shaw

There are a lot of queer 
culture available 

screening right now. 
Check out the two-minute 

reviews at 
DelvenShaw.com 

for more!
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CTA’S RPM PHASE ONE 
PROJECT STIMULATES 

ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR 
CHICAGO’S SMALL, DIVERSE 

BUSINESSES

      CTA’s Red and Purple 
Modernization (RPM) Project, the 
largest transit investment in the 
agency’s history, has announced the 
milestone of securing $5 million in 
federal loans in 2020-2021 for local 
small businesses as part of the CTA 
Building Small Businesses (BSB) 
Program. 
      The BSB Program, launched in 
2019, was developed to provide 
financial guidance to small 
businesses and other Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises (DBEs) by 
offering direct loan placement and 
other supports so they can 
demonstrate the up-front capital 
needed to compete on large-scale 
transportation construction and 
capital programs. 
      CTA provided technical and 
funding assistance to about 100 
small businesses during 2020-2021, 
an incredibly unpredictable and 
unprecedented time for DBEs. In 
direct response to financial hardships 
brought on by the pandemic, the 
project expanded to include 
assistance to companies applying for 
federal CARES Act loans, helping 
secure $5 million for these 
businesses. 
      The program was created 
through a partnership between the 
CTA, RPM contractor Walsh-Fluor 
Design-Build Team, and the Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC 
Chicago). The program consists of 
free capacity-building workshops for 
small businesses that are certified as 
DBEs or that are interested in 
becoming DBE-certified.
      Unlike other programs, BSB 
offers both one on one financial 
capacity assessments and technical 
assistance, helping more minority 
businesses get through the impact of 
COVID-19 by securing PPP loans, or 
by teaching the businesses best 
practices that could help a small, 
minority-owned vendors build 
technical acumen and capacity to bid 
on future RPM or CTA contracting 
opportunities. Instrumental in 
providing these services through the 
program are Suzanne Arkle, CEO of 
Zann and Associates and Darrick 
Brown, President of ABF Consulting 
Group, both businesses contracted 
through Walsh-Fluor.
      “CTA is proud to help small, 

minority-owned businesses with 
becoming better able to grow and 
compete for contracts on projects like 
the Red and Purple Modernization 
Project,” said CTA President Dorval 
Carter, Jr. “By removing barriers to 
opportunities, we’re investing in our 
communities and our cities, 
increasing economic equity in our 
city."
       Here are some of the 
businesses’ stories on how CTA’s 
BSB program helped them secure 
funds, were awarded a contract to 
work on RPM Phase One and/or 
were able to take advantage of new 
business opportunities:
      Allstate Concrete Cutting is an 
MBE/DBE-certified concrete cutting 
and coring business led by its owner, 
Mike Seay. In 2009, Seay purchased 
Allstate on the cusp of bankruptcy, 
with only one truck and two saws. 
Seay has grown the business to 14 
trucks and 10 saws with about 15 
employees over the past 12 years. 
Seay attended Walsh-Fluor’s Lunch 
and Learn series as part of the BSB 
Program, providing him with tools 
and resources to continue to grow his 
business successfully. Walsh-Fluor 
and CTA ultimately awarded Allstate 
a contract to work on RPM Phase 
One, providing concrete coring, 
concrete wall cutting and saw-cutting 
for the project. 
       AMS Elite Solutions is a WBE/
DBE-certified construction hauling 
and material supplier company led by 
founder Julie Savitt. Savitt started 
AMS Elite Solutions in 2016 with only 
one truck, and has since grown her 
business to have 12 trucks and 
additional equipment. Interested in 
learning how to build financial 
capacity for the business, Savitt 
attended a BSB Program event 
where she received mentoring and 
the opportunity to network with 
industry professionals. Ultimately, 
she bid on and was awarded a RPM 
contact to provide trucking and 
aggregate hauling services. 
Additionally, the BSB Program 
assisted Savitt in securing CARES 
Act funding for her business during 
the pandemic. 
       Paniagua Group is an MBE/
DBE-certified contractor specializing 
in carpentry, demolition for interiors, 
construction clean up, painting and 
flooring. Founder Al Paniagua is a 
second-generation Latin-American, 
born from parents who immigrated to 
the United States from Mexico. 
Paniagua has been in business for 
27 years, employing between 25 and 
70 people at a time. Trying to grow 
his business over the years, he was 
denied loans because of work 
unpredictability and limited assets. 
Then the pandemic hit, and Paniagua 
feared it would be the end of his 
business. As a firm believer in 
networking, Paniagua explored the 
BSB Program, which mentored him 
and helped him obtain a 15-year, 

low-interest loan. BSB Program 
contacts also assisted him in 
securing CARES Act funding to help 
him through the pandemic, and 
facilitated an introduction to Walsh 
Construction’s healthcare division – 
an area of construction where 
Paniagua group continues to obtain 
work. 
       Trevor Development, Inc. is a 
40-year-old MBE/DBE-certified 
contractor that specializes in 
residential interior construction and 
commercial build-outs. Its founder, 
Anthony Copeland, attended one of 
the BSB Program’s virtual workshops 
to build financial capacity, which 
provided him with a one-on-one 
session with a lender that assisted 
Trevor Development in securing 
funding through the CARES Act, 
helping the business through the 
pandemic.
      Smelly Fresh LLC is a janitorial 
cleaning services company founded 
in 2014 by Steve James, a former 
attorney inspired by an incident when 
a cleaning crew failed to show up to 
his friend’s restaurant. He offered to 
clean the restaurant and his friend 
offered him a contract. James grew 
his business from seven to 95 clients, 
and his participation in the BSB 
program led to bidding on and being 
awarded a contract on the RPM 
project to clean project offices.
       Working with this team gave us a 
lot of confidence that we can do this 
work and have the capacity,” said 
Julie Savitt, President of AMS Elite 
Solutions. “I’m very thankful for the 
mentoring and support.”
       Following the success of the 
Walsh-Fluor and RPM Phase One 
BSB Program, CTA decided to 
implement an authority-wide program 
which is now in the process of 
procuring a team to continue 
administering the program on the 
whole-system scale.  
       The CTA BSB Program was also 
one of many diversity initiatives cited 
in the July 2021 Outstanding Public 
Transportation System Award and 
the Outstanding Public 
Transportation Manager Award, from 
the American Public Transportation 
Association (APTA) – the highest 
honors in the North American public 
transportation industry. The system 
award recognizes the CTA’s 
unprecedented modernization and 
diversity and inclusion efforts in 2020 
to provide service during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which impacted 
every transit agency in the nation.
       The CTA BSB Program was 
created through a partnership 
between the CTA, RPM contractor 
Walsh-Fluor Design-Build Team and 
the Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation (LISC Chicago). For 
more information about RPM Phase 
One’s SBE/DBE development efforts 
and opportunities, go to 
transitchicago.com/rpm/small-
businesses.
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PAPER JACKETS 
RELEASE NEW ALBUM 

“SOUVENIRS VOLUME 2”

      LA based alternative band, Paper 
Jackets have released their new album 
Souvenirs Volume 2. This collection of 
songs bridges the gap of old and new, 
incorporating the sounds of the 1960s 
while keeping a modern alternative 
indie pop feel. The album consists of 
nine tracks including “1969,” a love 
song that paints a nostalgic picture and 
transports the listener to back to the 
Summer of Love, “Complicated,” co-
written with Sam DeRosa 
(lovelytheband, Dixie D’Amelio, Lukas 
Graham) and “Okay :),” co-written with 
Little Hurt frontman Colin Dieden and 
featured on Spotify’s New Noise 
playlist. 
      On their new album Paper Jackets 
shares, “’Souvenirs Vol. 2’ wields 
inspiration from the Laurel Canyon 
sound of the late 1960’s, affected by 
such acts as Crosby Stills Nash and 
Young, The Mama's and The Papa's, 
and the Beach Boys. We set out to 
paint a harmonic landscape pulling from 
both then and now, mixing analog 
synths, chunky guitars and subtle 
percussive layers while letting the 
emotion and heart of the lyrics bubble 
up to the surface.” The band continues, 
“As a form of escapism, we 
romanticized the past, and dreamed of 
creating music as these bands did - 
imagining our own fictional experience 
of events like Woodstock. Also, music 
wasn’t so quickly consumed as it is 
today, so we wanted to really live in 
these songs and let them breathe to 
give them a feeling of classic quality, 
even if it’s only for a New Music Friday.”
      Over the past year Paper Jackets 
shared singles “Drugs & Honey,” “i’m 
depressed.,” “Bad Company,” “White 
Noise,” “Rumors,” and “Bones.” These 
“Souvenir Singles” follow up the release 
of their 2020 full length release 
Souvenirs Volume One, the first part of 
a collection that stretches and pulls at 
the genre of alternative rock while 
revealing a nostalgic theme throughout; 
touching on topics ranging from creative 
moments the band has experienced 
together to addiction and its many 
forms.
      Paper Jackets was formed in 2016 
as each musician was rotating through 
a number of Sunset Strip jam nights. 
What started as a few random meetings 
and sessions has since blossomed into 

a four-piece group consisting of James 
Mason (vocals), Aimee Proal (vocals), 
Emily Dickinson (keyboard, live 
backing vocals), and Jonny Vesely 
(guitar). After releasing the EP Don’t 
Lose Your Head in 2018, Mason & co. 
grabbed opening slots for Bishop Briggs 
and the X Ambassadors and they 
haven’t slowed down since. 
       Stream Souvenirs Volume 2 now 
at https://paper-jackets.lnk.to/
NOBvKDnHIN  

CROSSING I'S DOTTING T'S  
 RELEASE DEBUT SELF-

TITLED EP 

      California based alternative rock 
band Crossing I’s Dotting 
T’s have officially released 
their new debut self-titled EP out today 
via Golden Robot / Riot Records. The 
four track endeavor was produced and 
engineered at Pale Moon Audio by Alex 
Estrada (known for his work with Joyce 
Manor, Touche Amore, Nails, Silver 
Snakes and more) and mastered by 
Jack Shirley at The Atomic Garden 
Recording studios (Well known for his 
work with Deafheaven and others). 
       On Crossing I’s Dotting T’s EP, 
vocalist/frontman Matt Mucerino  
shares, "This EP is inspired by the 
death of my cousin/best friend who left 
us at the age of 21 due to cancer. ‘See 
You At Your Funeral’ is specifically 
about him, and the remaining songs talk 
of depression, anxiety, questioning 
society, the inevitability of death, as well 
as just simply not feeling wanted in 
certain moments. It is a mixed bag with 
no one main influence, but we took 
inspiration from a lot of 90’s alt rock 
bands like Nirvana, The Pixies, Foo 
Fighters, Jawbreaker, as well as newer 
bands such as Joyce Manor, to create a 
blueprint for what Crossing I’s Dotting 
T’s will sound like. It is Grunge meets 
Emo meets Alt-Rock meets Pop-Punk. 
A quick 4-song EP, there is something 
for everyone on this."  
        Ahead of the release, Crossing I’s 
Dotting T’s shared two singles, 
“Dissatisfied” and most recently “Regret 
Stained Memories,” which landed the 
band coverage from The New Fury, 
V13, and more.   
       Self-proclaimed “emotive-
alternative rock,” Crossing I’s Dotting 
T’s is a raw, original force that morphs 
different rock genres such as 
alternative, punk and emo. This combo 
provides hard-hitting yet catchy songs 

with big choruses, intended to evoke 
emotion. Starting in his bedroom and 
car in Orange County, 
Matt Mucerino started to write songs 
until he teamed up with Alex Estrada of 
Pale Moon Audio (known for his work 
with Joyce Manor, Touché, Amoré and 
Nails, as well as being the frontman of 
Silver Snakes). Estrada has helped 
produce and engineer the Crossing I’s 
Dotting T’s debut EP. Picking up an 
endorsement from Orange Amps and 
Ernie Ball, Crossing I’s and Dotting T’s 
will be taking the world by storm.
      Listen to Crossing I’s Dotting 
T’s now at smarturl.it/CIDT-Self-Titled-
EP.    

SALT CREEK
SHARES NEW SINGLE

“INVU”

      90s grunge-inspired band Salt 
Creek has shared its newest single 
“INVU” from their upcoming album Out 
Of The Sky – out 10/15 via Tooth & Nail. 
Salt Creek’s new single illustrates the 
feeling of being isolated and abandoned 
by a close friend when you are in a sad, 
hopeless state of mind.
       On “INVU” Salt Creek shares, “This 
song was originally titled 'Runaway' and 
went through a couple of iterations 
before it became 'INVU.' It’s funny, in 
retrospect, the first bridge we wrote 
sounded too much like 'Free Fallin’.' It 
took us some time to really hammer out 
how we wanted the choruses and 
bridge to flow. We originally had it as 
the second song on the record, but 
ultimately felt it belonged as the last big 
rock song on the album. Lyrically this 
song is about someone that’s close to 
you seeing you in a bad state of mind, 
and just kind of being a bystander when 
they know you need their help.” 
       “INVI” follows the band’s recent 
single “Soul Jar” from forthcoming 
album Out Of The Sky, out October 15 
on Tooth & Nail. “Soul Jar”, another 
hard-hitting song, describes the feeling 
of wanting to escape who you are and 
become a new person.
      Salt Creek is an alternative rock 
band from Lincoln, Nebraska. Inspired 
by 90’s grunge and their midwestern 
roots, the four members—Chase 
Thompson, Nathan Richardson, Zach 
Chrastil, and Nathan Skinner—write 
songs that are introspective, driving, 
and refreshingly relatable.
       Live stream the single now at 
https://saltcreek.ffm.to/invu 
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AVIS/BUDGET 
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

BEATNIX • 773-281-3214  
3400 N. Halsted

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted
FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway
GREAT HEAD SALON
773-525-6123 • 612 W. Belmont
SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N.  Halsted

AIDS FOUNDATION - 
200 W. Monroe #1150 - 312-922-2322
AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) - 
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)
ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995
ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573
BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600
CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469
CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874
CHICAGO COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RELATIONS -
312-744-4111
CHICAGO HOUSE 
2229 S. Michigan Ave - 773-248-5200
CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS 
PROJECT- 
North Office: 6363 N. Broadway - 
773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338
CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148
DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS -
773-477-7173
GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -
773-303-0167
GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367
HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012
LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608
LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413

GRAB A CAR

GRAB A CART

GRAB HELP

ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA 
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 •  916 W. Belmont 
www.ManUpMedical.com
MK CHIROPRACTIC 
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 -
711 W. North Ave Suite 201
NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

GRAB A HAIRCUT

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury
ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn 
Street #800

GRAB A LAWYER

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575

GRAB A MOP

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322  
4923 N. Clark
To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

GRAB A VIDEO
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GRAB 

MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT 

WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS • 
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943 
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612
CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway

EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted

FK - FULL KIT GEAR •                                                     
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

LEATHER 6410  •                                                     
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark
MEN’S ROOM  •                                                     
773-857-0907 - 3343 N. Halsted

GRAB A DOCTOR

GRAB CLOTHES

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662 
OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
630-415-0622

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
 JMurray@RCN.COM

RECOVERY CENTERS OF
AMERICA • 331-234-5598 
St. Charles, IL 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026
TEST POSITIVE AWARE 
NETWORK (TPAN) • 
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO 
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB HELP
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http://www.ManUpMedical.com
http://www.ManUpMedical.com
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@MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100 
5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio 
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064                                                     
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887                                                     
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB 
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244                                                     
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE 
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR • 
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN • 
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark
RAVENSWOOD TAP •
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose

REPLAY • 773-654-1369
3358 N. Clark (Andersonville)

REPLAY • 773-975-9244
3439 N. Halsted (Lakeview)

ROGERS PARK SOCIAL 
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES  • 773-281-3355 
3356 N. Halsted

SCARLET • 773-348-1053  
3320 N. Halsted

PROGRESS • 
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted
SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted
SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark
SPLASH • 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted
THE BIRD CAGE • 773-293-1223
5310 N. Clark
THE CALL • 773-334-2525
1547 W. Bryn Mawr
THE NORTH END •                                                     
773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted
TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

DREW’S ON HALSTED • 
773-244-9191
3201 N. Halsted
F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER
CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
LARK • 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted
RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
CATERING • 773-262-0414 
1535 W. Devon Ave
REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark
WOOD • 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted
To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
 3434 N Broadway St

GRAB A DRINK GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A BITE
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BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark

STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE
773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

GRAB A TOWEL

40

53

CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)  

THE OFFICE •
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR in this section 
of  GRAB Magazine Call Today
773-857-2262

SUBURBAN BARS

CENTER ON HALSTED
3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES •
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview 
773-761-9200

CULTURE

9

11

25

GRAB SLEEP

3

CALIFORNIA 
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs
INDIANA 
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
MICHIGAN 
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)

OHIO
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)
WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW 
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse - 
202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW 

PICK UP GRAB IN 
OTHER CITIES

69

70
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CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575. We are a home and 
office house cleaning service. But 
more importantly, we are also an 
organizing/cleaning service for 
people who need that service 
because of  their depression, chronic 
or long term illness or disabilities, 
the elderly, the deceased and much 
more. We are never judgemental; 
we’ve already seen and done worse 
than your home currently is. For 
more information about us, see us: 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With 
your help, we can help you.

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS

CLEANING SERVICES

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge 3169 
N. Halsted. Open Auditions every 
Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D. Required.

STYLIST FOR CRAM FASHION 
Join Chicago’s Premier Men’s 
Boutique: Cram Fashion is accepting 
applications for energetic, 
determined, and fashionable 
candidates who have an eye for 
fashion and knowledge of  current 
trends, must have weekend, evening, 
and some holiday availability, and a 
minimum of  2 years retail/customer 
service experience or coursework in 
the retail management/fashion 
business fields are preferred. 
Opportunity for growth is available 
within the company. Please e-mail 
your cover letter and resume to 
crammanager@gmail.com

RECOVERY
STRUGGLING WITH 
CRYSTAL METH? We can help. 
Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA)  
Chicago.  info@cmachicago.org 
312-600-5590 
www.cmachicago.org

ONE BEDROOM GARDEN 
APARTMENT -Bedroom can 
accomodate a queen size bed. All, 
and we mean all utilities included in 
rent; heat, A/C, cooking gas. 
Shared parking space available  but 
additional. One cat or no pets. Very 
near Belmont/Kimball Blue line 
subway stop. Security deposit, 
$1,200/Mo. 773-973-2035, Please 
leave message.
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MASSAGE

Place your Classified 
ad on this page for as

little as $15
per Issue!
Email us
Today!

GrabStacy@gmail.com

APARTMENTS

SALES MEN/WOMEN -
GRAB Magazine is currently 
seeking motivated Sales Reps. This 
is a sales commission position. Email 
your resume today to 
GrabStacy@gmail.com

The next Issue of GRAB will 
be on the streets and online 
Tuesday, September 28th...

Our Pridefest Issue.
Reserve Space Today!

Contact us for great rates.
GrabStacy@gmail.com

MASSAGE THERAPY in the 
northwest suburbs. Swedish Deep 
Tissue Trigger Point And Aroma 
Therapy. Appointments are 
available 7 days a week. For an 
appointment call Gary at 
847-202-3234.

http://www.ChestnutCleaning.com
http://www.ChestnutCleaning.com
mailto:crammanager@gmail.com
mailto:crammanager@gmail.com
mailto:info@cmachicago.org
mailto:info@cmachicago.org
http://cmachicago.org/
http://cmachicago.org/
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com


http://www.reelingfilmfestival.org


http://www.paramountaurora.com
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